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6 Mandarin-Speaking Children Can Correctly Produce Change-of-State Verbs:

Ulokyo _Limited Influence of £vent State Structure
I " Zi Tao Song and Etsuko Haryu, The University of Tokyo f
| Background . Results
| 2¢ticn ek Method ‘ 1 reancs [ i v [l o
| i Agam s a1
| ByG action *  Mangarnin-speaking chilgren {n=100, Mean, =511, | |
ool SD=1.03, Mainland China, 28% lving in rural areas)
aadsst el et and adults (n=24, Mean,,,=26, SD=3.41, Tokyo). [
EuruA b chaﬂgelo‘ il *  Visual stimulus maniputated by crossing 2 factors: |

STATE (state-change v.s. no-stefa-change): o peraon
conducted an action on an object, causing state change
of N6 state Change in that object

SALIENCE {location fype v.5. shape type) Whether
the state structure i1s assumed 10 be inconspicucus or

* Whai king of verbs is easy 1o (earn and what is not ?°
Inherent conceplual distinction (ke what verb
structures to use for ercoding Cynamic evenis) may

| make the learnas 1ind some items cosy 1o learn while

| some not{Gopnik & Mettzoff, 1998).

| * Mandern change-of-state verbs hold language.

specific structures. Wnen someone acts on an object

but caused no swate chenges it that object,
monomorphemic action verd is used; it state changes
happened (e.g.. be broken or moved to another place)

. a resultative vorb compound (RVC, one action verd |

plus one resultverb) is uacd.

|
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Discussion

+ Chiidren, as agults, can cofrectly produce Mandatin
change-of-state verbs according to whether tnere is

a state change of object caused by the sgents
action. This suggests thot though their
interpretation was previcusly reported not accurgte
enough, Mandarin-speakirg childron hold adult-like

Unexplored Issues
v Chen (2017 found that 2~S.year-old Mandarin. AT y ;
speak:ng chiidren understand RVCs very well but *  Ebcitation task: participants were asked to describe

misinterpret action verbs as entailed state change. what !na agent did ln_ the object in Mandarin aher abilityin producing such verbs from sarly age.

RQ 1) What x sueh verns 7 watching cach target video. *+ Only when gvents are those without state changes,

* Since verbs refer 1o the “relationships among entities the more salient the state structure is (Le.. beirg
(Gentner, 1978)", how that structural refationship References Shape-lype events rether than location-type ones), the
fooks Uke {here we cali the salience of event state ©han 1 017 Whan TRrue ancy B00enT 0N san e lewree the masning of more action verbs children produced. This indicates
structure, see Talmy, 2000) may in'luence children's {mare v cimeme i 0 Manosin Cnesa. Kurnal of ChiE Language. that the satience of eveat state structure has limited
lmﬂﬁmwsﬁﬂb - o-w”lo :mum—Mh@-¢Man;m infiuence only for no-state-change events ana
Lo k] v ‘*M“ {m ! o e demonstrated chil wrenu enrly sensitivity to the role

[y e D0 wdfcais - . ;
infiuence the production ? Tairy. | G000, Towrm Semanics M ML _of specif in texical 2
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