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The matrilineal Mosuo Family is remarkable in that their reproduction strategy is nonmarital—sese
(visiting marriage). Under this matrilineal sibling-based structure, regardless of gender or stage of
reproduction, all family members are never split from their core family in principle. Previous field studies
— the great majority of which are anthropological in nature — have revealed both potential and key
features of the allomaternal care that may still exist successfully within the Mosuo family.
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Using a psychological perspective, this research examined the active aliomothers and those specified
division, involvement activities, self-reported evaluations of each family role's function in childcare, effect,
and interconnection in 36 (including 14 pairs of parent-child) adults and children from Mosuo families
in Yongning. Additionally, the power image, link, and psychological distance between family members
will be assessed using a qualitative technique called the Family Image Technique.

Contrary to certain studies' assertions, the results indicate that 1) Men as assistants are really active in
childcare, but with a clear maternal limit. The maternal figure paints the overall picture and makes
decisions, whereas the father only provides emotional support for the kid. Almost all direct-involvement
works are shared by the maternal sisters. 2) The family relationship system entails a sophisticated dual
cognitive system. As a youngster, they frequently support the strength of the members of the "nuclear
family" and have a more intimate relational cognition. As adults, they tend to prioritize the matrilineal
fammly and dislike the husband's role and importance. 3) The most unique observed allomothering habit
is constructive dialogue over Huotangthearth) every night. Children observe interactions and listen to
dialogues to ascertain the behavior standards they should follow and their feelings about the relationships
between adults. In other words, appropriate petipheral engagement is viewed as a necessary component
of Mosuo's message transmission to the subsequent generation.
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Background and Significance

‘The Mosuo are a matrilineal group of approximately 50,000 people
living in southwestern China.The Mosuo follows the matrilineal
society's general rules, with the matrilineal lineage system as the
center of family property distribution and inheritance(Nongbri,
2010). The Mosuo marriage system is unique in that it employs
the dual residence system of SESE marriage (“visiting marriage”,
ethically strict monogamy). Both the man and the woman live
separately, and the man comes to visit the woman's house to spend
the night and then returns to his household the following day.
The children belong to the woman's mauilineal family, and the
man’s responsibility as an uncle is given priority over his role asa
father (Thomas et al,, 2018; Yan et al., 2008; Zhang et al.,2019).

The matrilineal family structure of the Mosuo is distinctive
because of the sibling-based caregiving system, regardless of
gender or reproductive stage, no family members are ever
separated from their naral family. Former studies, the vast
majority of which come from the field of anthropology, have
revealed the basic elements and potential benefits of the
cooperative care that still effectively exist among the Mosuo
family (Mattison, 2016; Martison et al.,2014; Wang et al., 2018).

Previous cultural anthropological researches have established the
general perceptions under cultural definitions of Mosuo caregiving.
However, psychological research on Mosuo child-rearing activities
has not fully explored the caregiving system. Furthermore, even
if generalized parenting is recognized as the norm among the
Mosuo, it is still unclear what Mesuo parents value in terms
of their child-rearing activities and what they expect of their
children in terms of the outcomes of their caregiving strategies.

‘This study focused on the allomothering system in the maternal
Mosuo household, A grounded theory method was utilized to provide
| rounded and detailed illustrations of the Mosuo's child-rearing = 3
i a.nd de\relop a theory of how Lhe aﬂomorherlng 5ystcm works '
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‘Method & Analysis

Through two-times fieldworks, based on the Grounded Theo-
ry Approach, this research based on a psychological perspec-
tive analyzed the active allomothers and those specified divi-
sion, involvement activities, self-reported evaluation of each
family role’s function in childcare, effect, and interconnec-
tion in 36 (include 14 pair of parentchild, M=27, SD=14,
Male=10) adults and children of Mosuo families in Yongning.

| | General Principles ofMul\:a.kl!mnﬁie.ri_ng.
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Results

Mult-generational co-parenting

Daily care by grandpareuts
Uncle guardian the household
Cooperative parenting within women

Sisters share childcare duties

Women discipline children more
Discuss childcare issues together
Parenting with the parmer

Voluntary financial support

High sucial and policy impact

Purtaer’s position without discipline

Recognition of partmer’s matrilineal formily rupam&ﬂu’&s
Less sharing of childeare stress

Emphasis on the early time role of the mother

Infants are primarily cared for by their mothers

Wise woman rule the qu:—.ri:n:‘l

Economic Bynalization
Exqquiry in resoutoe sllocation
Share of family responsibilitics

1 the mult-g al model of alk hering, Moswo en-
phasizes the importance of the mother during the infancy of
the child. However, when the mother needs to work ocutside
the home during this period or has difficulty focusing on par-
enting due to other issues, the mother’s sisters con easily take
their place. The grandmother will always be there to help or
even be the primary caregiver, whether it is the mother or the
aunt caring for the baby. (Omitting the specific roles of each
caregiver and the socialization strategies of Mosuo chikdren)
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The Modern Mosuo emphasize children’s schooling and aca-
demic performance, have more specific requirements for learn-
ing, and consider their lower education level to be a signifi-
cant problem. Men's parenting investment as fathers is more
focused on economic matters, while maternal uncles put em-
phasis on  moral discipline and supervision in raising there
nephews niece and niece. Close cooperation among female
members in caring for children's daily lives, complementarity
between mothers and sisters, and the support of grandmoth-
ers are essential components of the allomothering of Mosuo.

There is no doubt matrilineal families hold trustworthy backup
resources. However, it appears that it is not the practical use
that makes parenting more informative, but rather the aware-
ness that one has a backup providing a certain level of support.
It seems that grandparents are more directly involved in the
upbringing than parents. Young mothers and siblings are more
responsible for the family’s economic expenditure and property
management of households. Mothers tend to strietly discipline
their children, yet they seem to show more softness as aunts.

Besides, this study found that there appears to be a ten-
dency to underrate the Mosuo father's role when examining
the father-child relationship in terms of the mother’s posi-
tion. Mothers perceive that fathers spend limited time with
their childien and have a limited role in parenting. However,
for children, youngers show more dependence on fathers,
but there is a decreasing trend for reliance on fathers as they
get older. At the same time, however, children are more in-
clined to endorse times of playing with fathers regardless of
age. These interview results suggest thar Mosuo fathers must
}mve some un:xphm:d funcuomng model for their ch.l.lr.lren
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. Interpreting the interview data from different perspectives gen-
| erates various coding systems, and distinct coding emphases lead
to diverse understandings about Mosuo parenting. New research
is yet to be done on examining specific raising scenarios in the
Huotang allomothering system, i.e., exploring what kind of co-
operative parenting influenced which aspects of children's de-
velupment in particular ways. In the future, the division of care-
giving and evaluation of Mosuo caregivers, the specific content
and rale of parenting investment, and the impact on children’s
ion and develop are noteworthy to be explored.




