


Education & Society Reading Group 
Thursdays at 6:45 pm 

Where: Akamon General Research Bldg. Room number to be determined. 
 

S1 Theme: The (im)possibility of educational equality? 
 
Schedule  
 
April 7: Guiding Documents: Then and Now. 

 Readings: The University Declaration of Human Rights and the Sustainable Development Goals 
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR-YRC5D-QY 
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZFUuGOPLPg 

 
April 14: Foundational Assumptions 1: Social Contract 

 Reading: John Rawls – Justice is fairness: a restatement (pp. 1-38) 
 Video: http://oyc.yale.edu/political-science/plsc-118/lecture-16 

 
April 21: Foundational Assumptions 2: Moral Behavior 

 Reading: David Hume – An enquiry concerning the principles of morals (pp. 16-29; 285-306) 
 Online material: http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/hume-moral/ 
 Video: http://newmedia.ufm.edu/gsm/index.php?title=Livingstonhumemoral 

 
April 28: Foundational Assumptions 3: Rule Setting  

 Reading: Max Weber – “The development of bureaucracy and its relation to law” (pp. 341-354). 
 Video: http://study.com/academy/lesson/bureaucracy-max-webers-theory-of-impersonal-management.html 

 
May 12: Education for nation building 

 Reading: Benedict Anderson – Imagined Communities: Reflections on the origins of nationalism (pp. 141-154) 
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNJuL-Ewp-A 

 
May 26: Education for social exclusion 

 Reading: Étienne Balibar – “The Nation Form: History and ideology” in Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities (pp. 86-106). 
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyzRRhvRnco 

 
June 2: Philosophical challenges 1: Beyond Human Rights  

 Reading: Alain de Benoist – Beyond human rights: defending freedoms (pp. 31-70) 
 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HDoBJRt8WI 

 
June 9: Philosophical challenges 2: The dark side of virtue 

 Reading: David Kennedy – “International humanitarianism: the dark sides” (http://www.icnl.org/research/journal/vol6iss3/special_2.htm) 
 Audio: https://archive.org/details/the-dark-side-of-virtue-reassessing-international.9UvQjA.popuparchive.org 


